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Minority vote
played a
major role

in the 2008
Elections...

By JULIA TORRES BARDEN

Virginia’s minority communities turned
out in record numbers last November, help-
ing to turn Virginia “blue” for the first time
since presidential candidate, Lyndon B.
Johnson won the state in 1964. U.S. Sena-
tor-elect, Mark Warner credited his sweep-
ing win in part to the voter turnout gener-
ated in the African-American, Hispanic and
Asian communities statewide saying ‘“The
2008 elections will go down in history for record-high turnout rates—
especially among minorities, new voters and young voters. Our
campaign worked hard to build on the successful relationships we
forged with diverse minority communities while I had the privilege of
serving as Virginia Governor and I’m proud our campaign reflected
Virginia’s broad ethnic and cultural diversity.” Warner’s campaign
strategies also focused on the various affinity groups via specifically
targeted outreach events and coordinated advertising in cultural or
ethnic publications.

Secretary of the Commonwealth’s State Board of Elections, Nan-
cy Rodrigues tells of precincts where voters were turning up as early
as 3 o’clock in the morning to guarantee their place in line when
the polls opened at 6am. Based in part on the media’s reporting of
potential voting challenges including very long lines and the influx
of 450,000 newly registered voters, Rodrigues said that “in the first
four hours the polls were open, we estimate that 40% of Virginians
had already voted.”

- L AN BT
A A CAURER T e

W

Minority GOTV efforts were well-organized and visible across
the state; launching aggressive voter registration drives far in ad-
vance of the election and dedicating many resources to close moni-
toring of the polls on election day. Although the Central Virginia
chapter of the NAACP filed last minute law suits regarding dispro-
portionate voting machine availability and advocating their prefer-
ence for paper ballots, election day in Virginia went smoothly.

Members of the Asian American Society of Virginia (AASOCV)
spent election day monitoring a polling precinct in Midlothian—
one of several communities chosen for monitoring given the higher
than average Asian population—as part of their partnership with
the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF)
and the Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans of Virginia in their
shared Voter Protection Initiative.

Eric Lin, AASOCV’s Programs Committee Chair, arrived at his
Midlothian High School precinct to set up his organization’s infor-
mation table where the group intended to monitor the voting pro-
cess. Several hours into the voting day an individual voter stated his
objection regarding the close proximity of the AASOCYV table to the
voting booths and registered his complaint with the precinct chief.
Lin was instructed to move his organization’s table outside where
the long line of voters began. He then filled out the necessary inci-
dent report for AALDEF national headquarters. Even so, Lin said
that “overall, I do think that here in Virginia, the Asian American
community’s ability to participate in the
voting process was fairly good.”

Congressman Bobby Scott, repre-
senting Virginia’s 3" district said he felt
“good” upon hearing CNN’s projection
at 10:58pm on election eve that Virginia
was being called for Barack Obama;
believing that Obama would need to
carry the state in order to win the na-
tional election. A combination of ag-
gressive registration drives and even the
immigration issue played a significant
role in the vote said Scott. “The voter
registration drive and the immigration
issue created a momentum in Northern
Virginia where the vote was going to
be lopsided because Fairfax County has
150 different languages spoken in their
school system. So, when you adopt the
mean-spirited Republican position on
immigration you are not only insulting
a substantial portion of the population,
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you’re also insulting everybody’s neighbor—who are voters.” Scott
also mentioned that his slightly-majority Black district went 75%
for Obama as compared with the 65% Kerry received in 2004. Giv-
en the concern prior to the election that there might be problems at
the voting booth, Scott said that “the attitude of the voters was that
people didn’t care what the barriers were and they were not going
to be deterred.”

Jorge Figueredo, a native of Colombia, became a U.S. citizen
in time to participate in his first presidential election this past No-
vember. Highlighting the political issues mattering most to him—
Healthcare, Education, Transportation and comprehensive immigra-
tion reform—Figueredo reflected that both the Obama and McCain
campaigns had reached out to his Hispanic community in Northern
Virginia. He also expressed concern for transparency in the voting
process. Commenting after his first presidential voting experience,
Figueredo seemed relieved to report that “everything went fine.”

Noted political pundit, Dr. Larry Sabato at the University of
Virginia, reported that “African Americans comprised at least 20%
of the November 4™ (election) turnout in Virginia, and—within this
group—close to 95% voted for Obama and other Democrats on the
ballot. Hispanics comprised about 5% of the total (statewide) vote,
with Asians at 3% and other races (accounting for) 2%. This collec-
tive 10% cast a heavy vote for Obama, about 2-to-1, ” said Sabato.
While commenting on the apparent shift in Virginia politics, he add-
ed that “the increasing diversity of the Virginia electorate has had a
major impact in turning the state from Red to Bluish Purple.”

While reporting on the voting results for Virginia, the Washing-
ton Times ran an article called “GOP gets wake-up call on minority
vote” two weeks after the election reporting that “Virginia Repub-
licans say the overwhelming support by Blacks and Hispanics that
led to big wins for Democrats on Election Day taught them a valu-
able lesson: the party must work harder to make minority voters feel
included and involved or pay dearly at the polls.”

Virginia native and current Chesterfield County resident, Ev-
elyn Morris-Harris is the chairperson of the Democratic Black Cau-
cus in the state. She was thrilled to see that history was made on No-

vember 4" and especially relieved that the election went smoothly
following the primary election predicament that her county found
itself embroiled in last winter. “It has been overwhelming just to re-
alize that it has become a reality. I’'m very happy because this means
that my grandchildren will have a safe place to grow up in and they
have a great future ahead of them,” said Harris.

Governor Tim Kaine is also very pleased with the outcome of
our most recent elections. With respect to the election of Obama as
the country’s first-ever African American president, Kaine reflected
that “it was a culmination of everything I’ve worked for in my adult
life. I was a civil rights lawyer for 17 years and then started this
overlapping career in elective office 15 years ago and it was a per-
fect fusion of my civil rights work and my career in elected office. I
had a candidate who was very simpatico to may way of thinking and
it was great to be able to help him. This is more than just an elec-
tion, it is one of the most historic presidential elections in American
history and I love the fact that Virginia was able to play a part in it.
The fact that Virginia voters pulled that lever for Obama indicates
that we have made a tremendous amount of progress.”

Julia Torres Barden is the proud mother of three sons and is a
graduate of both the Sorenson Institute for Political Leadership at
UVA and the Minority Political Leadership Institute at VCU.\U
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Virginia House Bill 1260 Allows 16 Year Olds
a Chance to Donate Blood .\ v

When I was 16 years old, I could not wait to get my driver’s li-
cense. This was the start of all things good in my eyes. There would
be the driver’s license at sixteen, followed by the ability to see an R
rated movie and donate blood at seventeen, then at 18, I could vote,
buy cigarettes, or play the lottery. Yes, sixteen kicked off all the new
great privileges of adulthood that were coming up fast in my upcoming
teen years.

Today, sixteen is not just the major milestone for getting one’s
driver’s license; it is also the age at which one can begin donating blood
in the state of Virginia. This year Virginia House Bill 1260 was passed.
This bill allows individuals 16 years or older to donate blood if they
meet the criteria and have consent of a parent or legal guardian. Over
eighteen states along with Virginia and the more recent addition, North
Carolina, have passed legislation that has lowered the age of blood do-
nors with the proper consent. Donors must weigh at least 110 pounds
and be in overall good health.

It’s a September night at Western Branch High School in Chesa-
peake, Virginia; the auditorium is filled with high schoolers. Some are
donating blood on the beds, others are waiting patiently to donate, and
there is also a group with colorful bandaged arms enjoying some pizza
and snacks at the canteen. Patty Parker is a sixteen year old Western
Branch junior. When asked why she chose to donate today for the first
time, she was quick to respond, “I wanted to donate blood for my grand-
father who has leukemia.” Patty’s family connection to having a loved
one who needs blood is not unique. Ninety-seven percent of us will
either need blood or know someone who needs blood in our lifetimes.
Think about that for a second. That is almost all of us who will know
someone or need blood ourselves. Patty also reveals that her blood type
is O negative. This blood type is special. Not only is it rare; approxi-
mately 7% of the U.S. population has it, but O negative is the univer-
sal donor. In an emergency situation when there is not enough time
to cross match someone’s blood type, hospitals transfuse O negative
blood into the patient. This blood type can be given to anyone and those
that have it, have the ability to be very philanthropic. Patty’s mother,
Mary Parker, joined Patty in donating blood. Mary explains that Patty’s
grandfather needs blood transfusions twice a week and that inspired her
daughter to donate. “She (Patty) wanted to give to make sure that blood
is available for Grandpa.” adds her mother. Kaven Duong, another 16
year old junior, explains why he came out to donate blood for the first
time, “I just did it to try to save some lives, I guess.”

Although House Bill 1260 only became effective July 1st in Vir-
ginia, the Red Cross began collecting blood from 16 year olds on
September 1, 2008 in the states of Virginia and North Carolina which
encompasses the Mid-Atlantic Region. In this short time, over five

hundred 16 year olds have rolled up their sleeves to give blood dona-
tion a try. Paul Regal, Chief Executive Officer of the American Red
Cross Mid-Atlantic Blood Services Region says, “We expect to see an
increase in blood donations of approximately 6,000 across the state of
Virginia over the course of the year. These sixteen year old donors have
shown us that they are really excited and eager to donate blood.” Close
to twenty percent of the Mid-Atlantic Region donor base is made up of
high school and college students. Regal adds, “We’d love to see these
sixteen year olds become lifelong donors.” With advances in medical
technology, people are living longer and more serious illnesses are be-
ing treated. The need for blood has increased. Blood is perishable and
only has a shelf life of 42 days. You can donate blood every 56 days,
up to 6 times a year.

Whether you are sixteen or sixty, it’s a good idea to get a full
night’s sleep prior to donating as well as drink plenty of non-caffein-
ated beverages like juice and water before and after a blood donation.
Donors should also refrain from smoking until 30 minutes after their
donation.

The American Red Cross Mid-Atlantic Region collects between
500-600 units of blood every day just to meet the needs of the close to
50 hospitals it serves. Interested sixteen year old donors can log on to
weneedblood.org or call 1-800-GIVE LIFE to request a parental con-
sent packet. There’s no upper age limit for blood donors and as long as
a person meets the criteria, they are a good candidate to donate blood.

Maybe soon, the American Red Cross will see the day when every
16 year old’s driver’s license is in their wallet, adjacent to their blood
donor card. That would be nice, really nice.

Kristen Hatfield is a Regional Communications Manager
with the American Red Cross|4
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A.L. Philpott’s golfing buddies named

The persons in the photo below were correctly identified

From Bill Wilson (front row, in the red shirt)

I was really pleased to see the article in your recent Capital Connections

by Bill Wilson, E.M. Miller, Bill Axselle, and Stan Tretiak.

second row: Ted Morrison, Bill Crump and Shad Soloman.

magazine about A. L. Philpott. He was a close personal friend of mine, as you
know, and I thought he was the most knowledgeable person in Virginia abut
politics, the law, and Virginia’s geography. I spent many hours talking to him
about all kinds of issues. He was a fascinating person and too little has been said
about him since his death. Someone needs to do a really in-depth biography
about him.

With regard to the photograph on page 18 of your magazine, on the front
row are the following: George Murphy, A. L. Philpott, Bill Wilson and Dick
Cranwell. On the second row: Ted Morrison, Bill Crump and Shad Soloman.
Shad and A.L. are gone but the rest of us are still kicking and occasionally hit a
golf ball.

Thank you for publishing the article. It was excellent.

I hope all is well with you. Stay in touch.

Sincerely,
William T. Wilson | 4
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THIS LITTLE PIGGY WENT TO HELP
SOME PEOPLE WHO REALLY NEEDED IT.

— X\

We strengthen our communities—and give people
the opportunity to help themselves—when we support others.

As an energy company, Dominion provides
a vital public service. But we also know that
giving back to the communities we serve is
not just good business—it’s also the right thing
to do. That's why Dominion works to build
strong communities in the places where we
live and work, delivering both volunteer and
financial resources to help keep them healthy
and vibrant. This year Dominion, its charitable
foundation and employees will invest more

=

than $20 million and 100,000 volunteer hours
in programs that help make life brighter—from
preserving valuable wildlife habitats and
enhancing math, science and technology
instruction, to supporting food banks and
homeless shelters and underwriting outreach
programs in the performing arts. To learn
more about how we're putting our energy fo
work for our communities, visit www.dom.com,
keyword: foundation.

It all starts here:

www.dom.com




Leslie Herdegen Rohrer:
A tribute from friends
and colleagues

By SALLIE EISSLER, MELANIE GERHEART, AND BECKY BOWERS-LANIER

Leslie Herdegen Rohrer, a General Assembly lobbyist and wife
of Bert L. Rohrer, died peacefully at her home on the Northern Neck
in November after a long battle with cancer. We remembered Leslie
at a packed memorial service at a little white clapboard church a mile
from the Victorian farmhouse Leslie shared with her husband, Bert, her
beloved dog, Pearl, and two cats.

Leslie had been a fixture at the Capitol for more than 20 years.
She was indefatigable, tenacious, and smart. She could draft legislation
better than most lawyers, and she had an ear for the word or phrase that
would get a bill past a balking committee member.

Who can forget her high heels clicking down those marble halls,
chasing down just one more legislator—tugging on just one more
sleeve—bending just one more ear.

She avoided corporate clients that would have made her wealthy,
focusing her immense talents and boundless energy to get help for
those who needed it the most.

Moving to the country a decade ago meant switching from a mini-
van to a Jeep and buying most of her clothes at Peebles Department
Store in Tappahannock. Her favorite restaurant was Cracker Barrel.

Most of what she wanted was for others: nurses, autistic children,
and Virginians in need of mental health services. And she was daunt-
less when she went after something.

“She was our guiding light, a strategic thinker, and one who would
loved a good political battle, and took us all—willingly—with her
into the fray,” said Carola Bruflat, President of the Virginia Council of
Nurse Practitioners. “She could recount extemporaneously past legisla-
tive efforts and outcomes—something that just amazed me.”

“She was our guide in leading the largest grassroots effort ever seen
in the General Assembly for HB-818 (Prescriptive Authority) which
sealed our reputation as a force to be reckoned with,” Ms. Bruflat said.

Shirley Gibson, Interim Vice President of Nursing Relations at
VCU Health Systems, cited Leslie’s ability to frame a complex issue
into a message laymen could easily digest.

“When Leslie was first diagnosed with cancer, she said, “You are
not allowed to send me any sappy cards!” From that day forward and
almost on a weekly basis for 2 years, I found funny inspirational cards
which she enjoyed and I found very therapeutic,” Ms. Gibson said.

“Leslie was truly an outstanding role model and one of the stron-
gest and most intelligent women I have ever known. Her memory will
live on in so many of ways because of what she taught us about how to
tackle professional situations and personal ones.”

She received numerous honors for her work, including the presti-
gious 2005 Gartlan Award for her advocacy on behalf of the Virginia
Association of Community Services Boards, which provide Virginians
with mental health services.

Before moving from Richmond to the Northern Neck, Leslie also
served as chairman of the Richmond Behavioral Health Authority. She
led RBHA through a difficult leadership transition, while assuring that
Richmond’s citizens received the needed services.

In 2007, The Virginia Nurses Association established the Leslie
Herdegen Rohrer Political Leadership Scholarship for Nurses to allow
nurses to attend the Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership at the
University of Virginia.

This fall, the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners announced
that it will posthumously bestow its “Nurse Practitioner Advocate of the

See Leslie Herdegen Rohrer, continued on page 27

William E. Fears

Former Virginia State Senator William E. “Bill” Fears passed
away on Monday, August 25, 2008 at the Hermitage (a continuing
care retirement home) in Onancock on Virginia’s Eastern Shore,
which he represented for 24 years in the General Assembly.

Born in Jonesboro, Arkansas, Senator Fears received a bachelor’s
degree in engineering from Yale University and a law degree from the
University of Cincinnati. A former patent attorney in Pittsburgh and
New York, he moved his law practice to Accomack, the county seat
of Accomack County, in 1950, where he practiced law for 50 years.
He served as Commonwealth’s Attorney in Accomack County before
being elected to the Virginia Senate.

Mr. Fears, a decorated World War II bomber pilot, was an out-
spoken, frank and gifted speaker in the Virginia State Senate, where
he chaired the Commerce and Labor Committee. One of his former
colleagues referred to him as “the Bull Halsey of the Eastern Shore”
after the famous and blunt U.S. Navy World War II admiral. One
obituary characterized Senator Fears as “...never without an opinion
or ever at a loss for words about the way things should be.” Fears ad-
mitted that his advocacy for what he characterized as “sin legislation”
e.g. liquor by the drink, pari-mutuel horse racing, and a state lottery
as well as his colorful speeches on the Senate floor, contributed his
political defeat in 1991.

After his political loss, Mr. Fears authored a book, entitled
“The Brass Ring: One Man’s Memoirs” which describes in humor-
ous, folksy, and revealing language the many twists and turns in his
professional life. Some of the chapter titles include “How I Got into
Political Trouble,” “One Can’t Teach an Old Dog New Tricks,” and
“Life’s Greatest Disappointment.”

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, the former Belle DeCo-
rmis, a native of Accomack; a daughter Barbara Fears Haynes of Nas-
sawadox; a son, Dr. Richard B. Fears of Horseheads, New York; and
several grandchildren.|4

Robert E. Shepherd, Jr.

All of those who stood up for “the best interests of the child” are
mourning the loss of Robert E. Shepherd, Jr., beloved law professor
and well-known advocate for Virginia’s children. Professor Shep-
herd, 71, died December 11 at his home in Richmond after a long
battle with cancer.

Professor Shepherd joined the faculty of the University of Rich-
mond School of Law in 1978. He retired in 2001, though he continued
to teach. An expert in children’s law and family law, he was known
throughout the Virginia’s court system and General Assembly as a
staunch advocate for children and adolescents. He spoke throughout
the U.S. about issues related to children’s rights. He influenced and
drafted legislation about child abuse.

Professor Shepherd was a native of Richmond, with bachelor’s
and law degrees from Washington and Lee University in Lexington.
He served in the Army JAG Corps and then went into private prac-
tice in Richmond. In 1975 he became a fulltime faculty member at
the University of Baltimore before returning to Richmond. Professor
Shepherd was highly recognized for his advocacy.

Professor Shepherd was truly larger than life, funny, smart, and
compassionate. He will be missed.

A memorial service was held December 15 at River Road Church
Baptist in Richmond. The family has asked that, in lieu of flowers,
contributions be made to The Robert E. Shepherd, Jr. Endowed Fel-
lowship Fund, University of Richmond School of Law, 28 Westhamp-
ton Way, Richmond, VA 23173.14

VirGINIA CapitoL CONNECTIONS, WINTER 2009



A Case for Support of the Arts in Virginia:

Arts and cultural institutions are a vital part of building strong
and vibrant communities in every corner of Virginia, from the most
rural areas, to the largest cities and everywhere in between. The arts
institutions constitute an important industry employing 20,000 indi-
viduals and generating hundreds of millions of dollars in economic
activities. They are a powerful magnet for tourism, an important
educational asset for youngsters and a unique catalyst for building
and redeveloping communities. The funding provided by the Virginia
Commission for the Arts to artists and arts organizations brings re-
turns that benefit all Virginians.

For two decades, Virginia governors and legislators have agreed
that the state’s “seed money” support for the arts through the Virginia
Commission for the Arts should be no less than one dollar per resi-
dent of the state. For two decades, Virginia has failed to reach that
goal, which when achieved will still leave her well below the national
average. The state investment of $6.4 million in FY 2007-2008 for
arts grants funding through the VCA was matched by over $33 mil-
lion in private and local government support for the arts, a 7:1 return.
Each $1 million in arts revenue generates receipts for Virginia busi-
nesses of $2 million, value-added $1 million, labor compensation of
$700,000 and employment of 45 individuals.

Arts and culture are increasingly used as economic
development tools to spur growth in communities experi-
encing economic downturn. As an example, the Roanoke
Valley Economic Development Partnership is using the
arts as a critical part of its current strategy to boost the
region’s sluggish population growth. In South Boston,
the newly renovated Prizery has spawned a renaissance
in the downtown historic warehouse district. Staunton’s
American Shakespeare Center has been a catalyst for
downtown redevelopment and tourism that brings visitors
from across the country and the world.

Knowledge of the arts is part of a well-rounded educa-
tion that benefits every child, whether the child grows up
to be a scientist, an artist, or a basketball player. The arts
enhance learning by providing effective learning opportu-
nities that yield increased academic performance, reduced
absenteeism, and better skill-building in problem-solving,

in teamwork, and in self-discipline. These are skills necessary for
readiness in today’s challenging workplace. Of the arts organizations
that receive funding from the Virginia Commission for the Arts, over
90% have programs for people under age 18. As schools increasingly
look for resources to strengthen education, they view artists and arts
organizations as valuable assets.

The arts help to create a positive social environment and build
bridges across neighborhood, class and ethnic divisions. They enter-
tain us, provide experiences outside of our normal day-to-day activi-
ties and give us perspectives into the lives of others. Museums, gal-
leries and performance halls are “people magnets,” bringing people
together for shared experiences which in turn lead to a stronger sense
of community. Perhaps most important in today’s world, the arts help
people to understand and appreciate other cultures.

The state’s share is a small percentage of the overall funding for
the arts in Virginia. Most of the support for the arts comes from indi-
viduals, businesses, and local governments. The money that the state
puts into the arts each year, however, is an investment in our future.
Support for the arts is a public-private partnership.

Some people say that public funding for the arts is a subsidy for
the elite. The opposite is true. Larger arts organizations will continue
to produce their main stage season for subscribers with or without
state funding. Without state funding, however, these organizations
will not be able to continue the programs offered to schools or con-
tinue touring to rural areas. The state support ensures that the arts are
available to the entire community and not just the well-to-do.

In this difficult environment it is to be expected that state arts
funding will be cut. It is important, however, for the cuts to be equi-
table with those affecting other state services. Deep cuts would harm
the delicate infrastructure of the arts and lead to the loss of cherished
cultural institutions. The arts community is grateful for the support of
both Governor Kaine and the General Assembly.

Virginians for the Arts
1 East Cary Street * Richmond, VA 23219 » 804-644-2787 \4
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The Way | See It

By DAVID L. BAILEY

I cannot get his words out of my mind.
They torment and haunt me the way that few
words do from 2008. Our enjoyable New
Year’s Eve political talk had given way to
‘fixing’ Virginia government, and we were
discussing prisons and the Department of
Corrections.

The story I told him led to his pronouncement. It went something
like this: I heard about one of the members of the House of Delegates
from another good friend. This friend, a chaplain with hospice, ran
into a brick wall trying to get a mother out of prison to attend her
son’s funeral. Oh ‘Corrections’ would let her come dressed in prison
clothes with shackles around her ankles. Thankfully my friend did
not take this for the final answer, so he turned to his House of Del-
egates member. And did he help! In a short time my friend got a call
saying, “Jack, you won’t believe what I’'m about to tell you.” The call
from this House member resulted in the mother being released. “Cor-

rections” discovered that she had enough good time and should have
already been out of prison.

With the looming battle to reduce the Commonwealth’s budget,
my New Year’s Eve editorial comments went something like this. If
there’s one, I wonder how many others. Why not get everyone out of
prison that is ready to get out. It’s not only the humane thing to do, it
would significantly reduce the budget — and do no harm.

Then in the last hour of 2008, he said it: “They have no con-
stituency.” Or perhaps he said, “There’s no constituency representing
them.”

Sharp as a dagger. I tried for three day to rationalize those words
away, telling myself that it’s ‘interference’ surfacing from my up-
bringing and my theological studies, and that it’s none of my busi-
ness. Then the Richmond Times Dispatch ran a major story January
4th on aging prisoners, and the New Year’s Eve words came back to
me — no constituency.

Amid the discussions and battles over the budget, let’s hope that
‘Corrections’ gets the attention that it deserves.

If not, there’s always another year. Who knows, ‘they’ may have
a constituency. |

David Bailey Associates announces
new Gapitol Square Group associates s

brings a wealth of
experience to the DBA team: He has held
elective office; served as executive director of
two state political parties; designed winning
strategies for campaigns and grass-roots mo-
bilization; created and led a successful small
business; and has assisted both for-profit and
non-profit organizations with strategic plan-
ning, marketing, and development. He has
been a teacher in many business and political
venues such as the Direct Marketing Association, the Republican Na-
tional Committee, NRCC, NFIB, and GOPAC with a focus on mes-
saging and fundraising. He believes in being active in the community
and has served on the boards of Junior Achievement of Central Vir-
ginia and Covenant School. During his recent tenure in Richmond,
he has worked with and earned the respect of many members of the
General Assembly and understands the importance of winning the
right to be heard when representing clients.

is a graduate of
the Sorensen Institute for Political Leader-
ship at the University of Virginia, the inaugu-
ral class of the Minority Political Leadership
Institute at Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, and Leadership Metro Richmond. She
is the former spokesperson for Richmond’s
local cable company where she also directed
public relations, media relations, education
and community relations objectives. In that
position, Julia created the company’s award-
winning student internship program, winning national awards for
partnerships with CNN Student Bureau and the White House Office
of National Drug Control Policy.

Julia is dedicated to advocacy work in the political arena and
has been appointed by former Governor Mark Warner to the Minor-
ity Business Enterprise Commission and Virginia’s first-ever Latino
Advisory Commission. She is a native of New York City and a gradu-
ate of Emerson College in Boston where she received her B.S. in
Interpersonal Communications. Currently, she is enjoying a career
as a freelance writer while remaining committed to youth mentor-

ing and serving on related boards and committees. She has three
sons who keep her very connected to the needs of our young people.

is a Public Affairs
Professional, Higher Education Administrator,
Pastor, Civil Leader and Project Visionary.

TC has honed his skills as an effective
public affairs professional at Dominion Pow-
er, a higher education administrator, a com-
munity organizer and very savvy networker,
project manager and voice for responsible
government and social justice issues. TC is
a gifted public speaker, fundraiser, and com-
munity builder. He has broad experience in
leadership training and organizational development, legislative and
political affairs, ethnic relations and corporate affairs.

His leadership as a clergyman and civic leader has resulted in
several transformative projects. Two examples are: Richmond’s
Community Learning Week—a National Model for celebrating the
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday; and Citizens Awareness Program—
the Blue Ribbon Campaign for ministry outreach and encouraging
greater citizen engagement.

TC has a strong record on advocacy, corporate social responsi-
bility, civil rights and heritage preservation. He is also passionate
about youth and education, interfaith and inter-racial cooperation,
and outreach and mentoring to the black male. He is a writer, with
experience analyzing public policy issues and community dialogue
on critical issues.

P/

is an energetic
Richmond native with a passion for politics
and community activism. He graduated from
Hermitage High School in 1997, and currently
attends Virginia Commonwealth University,
where he will graduate with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in 2009.
Others have recognized Antione’s talent: |
In 1998, he was recruited to join the Rich- |
mond Crusade for Voters. In 2003, at the age
of 24, he decided to apply his Crusade educa-
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Leslie Herdegen RONKE irom page 24

Year” award to Leslie. Last year, she was awarded the Human Rights
Award by the Psychiatric Society of Virginia, and she also has received
a service award from The Commonwealth Autism Service.

“Leslie was a great advocate for smart public policy. She was
smart, creative and passionate about better health care access for Vir-
ginians. I was lucky to know her and she will be greatly missed,” Gov.
Tim Kaine said in a statement after her death.

House speaker William Howell called her “a constant and caring
presence around the State Capitol. She was an effective advocate for
many worthwhile causes and did a superb job at whatever she set her
mind to.”

Our Commonwealth has lost an influential leader who had such a
beneficial impact on literally thousands of people in need,” said Del.
Howell, who also read from the Bible at Leslie’s memorial service.

After receiving initial treatments at VCU, she enrolled in clinical
trials at the National Cancer Institute at Bethesda, Md., where she be-
came the poster child for their star treatment team.

“I miss my early morning phone calls with Leslie. There were days
I came to work struggling with my own issues and she had her special
way of lifting my spirits and helping me put those thoughts aside. I
think she helped me more than I helped her!” NCI Research Nurse
Debbie Draper, Leslie’s liaison to the treatment team, said in an e-mail
to Bert several weeks after her death.

During her illness, Leslie taught us how to live in the face of ter-
rible odds—how to think critically of options that weren’t always good,
how to face uncertainty with grace and an uncommon sense of humor,
and how to live life to the fullest.

‘We miss her, and we know that we’ll never forget what she taught
us and how our lives were enriched by our dear friend, Leslie Herdegen
Robhrer. She left this Commonwealth, and this world, a better place than
she found it.

One tribute at her service drew from Robert Kennedy’s eulogy on
the death of John F. Kennedy. Paraphrasing Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet, Mary Ann Bergeron, the Executive Director of the Virginia As-
sociation of Community Services Boards, quoted:

“And when she dies, cut her out in little stars

And she will make the face of heaven so fine

That all the world will be in love with night

And pay no heed to the garish day.” |%

tion and run for a seat on the Henrico County School Board, in which
he received a respectable 986 votes.

Antione went on to become the youngest president of the Rich-
mond Crusade for Voters. He was installed in January 2007. Antione
has been a strong advocate for greater voter empowerment in the
Metropolitan Richmond area and in strengthening the Crusade’s leg-
acy by adding new members who will continue the Crusade’s proud
heritage. In addition to his Crusade role and responsibilities, Antione
serves as a member of the Richmond City Democratic Committee;
fundraising chair for the Richmond Council of Parent-Teacher As-
sociations; and Treasurer for the Virginia State Conference NAACP.
Antione is an avid reader of history and political biographies.

John Sours remembers the days spent
creating publications and illustrations BE-
FORE everything was done on computers.
Even though it’s all computer-based now, he
still gets to express himself designing publi-
cations, web sites, and CD’s for David Bailey
Associates.

John is responsible for the professional
quality of all the print and electronic media
produced. John has a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, in Art, from the University of South

Florida and years of experience supporting both governmental and
private-sector clients and supplying them with everything from busi-
ness cards to annual reports.

His years of design experience make it possible for him to start
with a rough suggestion from a client and turn it into an exciting and
powerful graphic design that really does the best job for the client.

John also enjoys kayaking, along with his wife and two children,
near his home in the New River Valley of Southwest Virginia.|%
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ASSOCIATIONS
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
Keenan Caldwell-(804) 527-3726
AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA
David M. DeBiasi—(804) 267-1900 « www.lungva.org
APARTMENT AND OFFICE BUILDING ASSOCIATION
Brian Gordon—(202) 296-3390
BoN SECOURS IN VIRGINIA
John T. Stone—(757) 889-5528
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE, VIRGINIA STATE LODGE
Kevin P. Carroll-(804) 745-6720
Inova HEALTH SYSTEM—(703) 289-2037 * (804) 644-8807 during GA
Donald L. Harris, Vice President, Government Relations
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA
Stephen W. Hughes—(804) 784-0501
SoUTHSIDE VIRGINIA VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S ASSOCIATION
Franklin R. Tanner, Jr.—(434) 696-3216
““TROOPERS ARE FOR YOUR PROTECTION”’
Courtesy of the members of the Virginia State Police Association
Vircinia AFL-CIO
Jim Leaman—(804) 755-8001
VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY
www.vamft.org
VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF MORTGAGE BROKERS
Steve Baugher—(804) 285-7557
VIRGINIA COALITION OF POLICE AND DEPUTY SHERIFFS
Chip Condon—(800) 913-2727
VIRGINIA CREDIT UNION LEAGUE
Richard D. Pillow—(800) 768-3344, x601
VIRGINIA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Kitty Boitnott—(804) 648-5801
VIRGINIA FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION
Ralph C. Eudailey—(540) 507-7901
VIRGINIA FIRE SERVICE COUNCIL
Stephen P. Kopczynski—(757) 890-3612
VIRGINIA INDEPENDENT AUTOMOBILE DEALERS ASSOCIATION
Lois Keenan & David Boling—(800) 394-1960
VIRGINIA MOTORCOACH ASSOCIATION
Doug Douglas—(804) 337-8195
VIRGINIA NETWORK OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS—(804) 565-9871
Deborah Barfield Williamson, Executive Director
VIRGINIA PETROLEUM COUNCIL
Michael D. Ward—(804) 225-8248
VIRGINIA POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
Jason Knorowski, President—(800) 233-3506, x431
VIRGINIA PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
Mike Mohler—(703) 591-9271
VIRGINIA RETAIL FEDERATION
Margaret Ballard—(757) 406-9431, George Peyton—(804) 334-2932
VIRGINIA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION
John W. Jones—(804) 225-7152
VIRGINIA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
Norman Rice—(888) 640-5655

HOTELS/RESORTS

CoMMONWEALTH PARK SUITES HOTEL AT CAPITOL SQUARE
804-343-7300, 901 Bank Street, Richmond

DouBLETREE HOTEL RiIcHMOND DOWNTOWN
804-644-9871, 301 West Franklin Street, Richmond
HoLipAy INN EXPRESS

804-788-1600, 201 East Cary Street, Richmond

OMNI Ricaimonp HOTEL
804-344-7000, 100 South 12th Street, Richmond

WESTIN RICHMOND
804-282-8444, 6631 West Broad Street, Richmond

(GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

DAviD BAILEY ASSOCIATES

(804) 643-5554-David L. Bailey, Jr., Tom Hyland, Charles Judd, Tom
Pappalardo, Kristen Bailey Hardy, Christian Rickers, Julia Torres Barden,
Antione Green, Tyler Millner, Christie Warthan, John Sours, Larry Slagle,
Brian Barrier, Chelsea Moody
FurureLaw, LLC

Chip Dicks—(888) 252-6299

Alpha Natural Resources
Donald L. Ratliff

Vice President of External Affairs

Alpha Natural Resources

One Alpha Place « P.O. Box 2345

Abingdon, Virginia 24212

276.619.4479 (office) » 276.623.2891 |(fax)
276.275.1423 (cell) » drafliff@alphanr.com

www.alphanr.com

e Settle and Associates LLL.C

Richard L. Settle

Settle and Associates LLC Phone: 276-676-4444
288 Clubhouse Drive Mobile: 804-240-1850
Abingdon, Virginia 24211-3839  Richard@settleandassociates.com

Madeline |1 Abbitt

P.O. Box 5392

Richmond, Virginia 23220-0392
(804) 334-5497 Direct Line
(804) 257-5497 Direct Fax
m.abbitt@comcast.net

Abbitt Political Consulting, Inc.

Integrated Government Affairs Services

BENNETT

FUNERAL HOME

Charles D. Morehead, Sr.

Funeral Director & General Manager

P.O. Box 6848
Richmond, Virginia 23230 (804) 359-4481

. P.O.Box 1178
PARKWAY Richm%);d, VA 23218

Parking Management
Real Estate Development

700 East Leigh Street
$4 per day or $60 per month Tel: 804.339.3233
Paul Daley pdaley @ parkwaycorp.com

Facility Manager www.parkwaycorp.com
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GOVERNOR’S

AWARDS FOR THE

ARTS '

2 0 O 8

Contributing mightily to
the quality of life that

we enjoy in Virginia, the

recipients of the 2008

Governor's Arts Awards

STONER
. STANLEY, WINSLETT &
are representative of MUSICIAN RICHMOND BALLET £
Coeburn DAVID & Richmond WILLIAM KING
the quality and diversity SUSAN GOODE, REGIONAL
ARTS CENTER
Abingdon

ARTS PATRONS
of the arts throughout é ﬁ Norfolk
Virginia. They are part of SO S

)
a billion dollar industry
that is vital to our local
and state economies. ’ SHENANDOAH
The arts provide jobs and HAMPTON BOB RICHMIOND WASHINGTON &
UNIVERSITY BROWN JAZZ LEE UNIVERSITY
they attract tourists. They MUSEUM PUPPETS SOCIETY REVIEW
' Hampton Oakton Richmond Lexington

are leaders in downtown RALPH COHEN  BRUCE MILLER,
F ' & JII WARREN PHIL WHITEWAY

American & THEATRE IV

Shakespeare Richmond

Center,

Staunton

revitalization. They provide

learning opportunities that

strengthen the work of o o
Sponsored by Virginia Commission for the Arts &

.. Virginians for the Arts with generous support from: THE ARTS BUILD

VIrglnla teachers. The arts Dominion Resources, Inc. ® ExxonMobil Corporation COMMUNITIES

. . Norfolk Southern Foundation e PhilipMorrisUSA — An Altria Co. WWW.VAFORARTS.ORG
build communities! Virginia Natural Gas e Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Support the arts in Virginia and sign on to the Arts Build Communities campaign: www.vaforarts.org




A voice
for
quality
education

Association of Teacher Educators
in Virginia

VACTE - Dr. Philip Wishon, President - wishonpm@jmu.edu - www.vacte.org A ATE-VA - Dr. Patricia Shoemaker, Executive Director - pshoemak@radford.edu - www.ateva.org



